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Eighties 

Th is period saw social, 
economic and general 
change as wealth and 
production migrated to newly 
industrializing economies. 
As economic liberalization 
increased in the developed 
world, multiple multinational 
corporations associated with 
the manufacturing industry 
relocated into Th ailand, 

Malaysia, Mexico, South Korea, Taiwan, China, and later in the early nineties 
also into market economies in Eastern Europe following the collapse of 
communism in eastern Europe 1989. Japan and West Germany (Helmut 
Kohl becomes a chancellor) are the most notable developed countries that 
continued to enjoy rapid economic growth during the decade whilst other 
developed nations, particularly the United States and United Kingdom re-
adopted laissez-faire economic policies. Speculations at the stock exchange 
caused the largest stock-market drop in Wall Street history (“Black Monday” 
October 19, 1987), when the Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 22.6% of its 
total value. Th at fall far surpassed the one-day loss of 12.9% that began the 
great stock market crash of 1929 and foreshadowed the Great Depression. 
Th e eighties were an era of Ronald Reagan, Margaret Th atcher and Gorbachev 
who became the last president of the Soviet Union, the time of worst nuclear 
disaster ever in Chernobyl nuclear power station, and fi nally a time of the Fall 
of the Berlin Wall, symbolic for the fall of the Iron Curtain. 

When thinking about some iconic picture for the eighties, I could fi nd one 
only in my own life – in this decade my both daughters were born and I got 
involved with many toys, after Barbie, the doll with bendable legs invented in 
the sixties, dearly loved by Lucy and Petra, My Little Pony invention of the 
eighties, became even more popular with them. Our fl at was full of My Little 
Ponies, their pictures, videos and houses. 

In the social and political sphere, the end of the eighties felt like deja vu 
for the generation of Czechoslovakians who lived through the Prague Spring 
of 1968. With hopes on one side and strong skepticism on the other side, our 
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generation stood there waiting what the complete change of the political and 
economical order might bring to her. 

Events in the World 

Afghanistan•  – the war which started 1979 continued till 1989 when 
Soviet Union was forced to admit defeat and leave the country. Th e 
war was fought between the Soviet army and the Islamist Mujahideen 
Resistance, which found other support from a variety of sources 
including the United States, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and other Muslim 
nations through the context of the Cold War and the regional India-
Pakistan confl ict. Th e engagement in Afghanistan was the reason for 
non participation of US in the Olympic Games in Moscow and for 
boycott of grain supplies to the Soviet Union. Nowadays the Americans 
try to defeat the same enemies – with the same little success. 

Grenada –•  U.S.-led invasion of Grenada, triggered by a military coup 
which ousted a brief revolutionary government. Th e successful invasion 
led to a change of government but was controversial due to charges of 
American imperialism, Cold War politics, the involvement of Cuba, 
the unstable state of the Grenadian government, and Grenada’s status 
as a Commonwealth realm.

Arab–Israeli confl ic• t – 1982 Lebanon War – Th e Government of 
Israel ordered the invasion as a response to the assassination attempt 
against Israel’s ambassador to the United Kingdom, Shlomo Argov by 
the Abu Nidal Organization and due to the constant terror attacks 
on northern Israel made by the terrorist organizations which resided 
in Lebanon. After attacking the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
as well as Syrian, leftist and Muslim Lebanese forces, Israel occupied 
southern Lebanon and eventually surrounded the PLO in west 
Beirut which was subjected to heavy bombardment. In the end PLO 
negotiated passage from Lebanon. Th is so called First Lebanon War 
was followed by many skirmishes and much later by the Second 
Lebanon War (2006) – with tension unresolved and with repeated 
unsuccessful attempts to guarantee peaceful co-existence of Jewish 
and Arab population until now. 
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Th e • Iran-Iraq war took place from 1980 to 1988. Iraq was accused 
of using illegal chemical weapons to kill Iranian forces and against 
its own dissident Kurdish populations. Both sides suff ered enormous 
casualties, but the poorly equipped Iranian armies suff ered worse for 
it, being forced to use soldiers as young as 15 in human-wave attacks. 
Iran fi nally agreed to an armistice in 1988 – there were no winners, 
only losers in this war.

Argentina•  invaded the Falkland Islands 1982 sparking the Falklands 
War. Th ree months British forces fought to liberate the Falkland Islands. 
Britain emerged victorious and its stance in international aff airs and its 
reputation as a great power increased substantially. Argentina, on the 
other hand, was left humiliated by the defeat; its dictator Leopoldo 
Galtieri was deposed three days after the end of the war. 

Angola • – Battle of Cuito Cuanavale took place as part of the Angolan 
civil war and South African Border War from 1987 to 1988. Th e 
battle involved military forces from Angola, Cuba (expeditionary 
forces), and Namibia versus military forces from South Africa and 
the dissident Angolan UNITA organization. To fi nish the war, Cuba 
directly participated in the negotiations between Angola and South 
Africa. In December 1988 Angola, Cuba and South Africa signed 
the Tripartite Accord in New York arranging for the retreat of South 
Africa, the withdrawal of Cuban troops within 30 months and the 
implementation of the 10-year old UN Security Council Resolution 
435 for the independence of Namibia. Th e Cuban intervention, for a 
short time, turned Cuba into a “global player” in the midst of the Cold 
War. It ended with the independence of Namibia and sounded the bell 
for the decline of the Apartheid regime in South Africa. Th e withdrawal 
of the Cubans ended 13 years of military presence in Angola. 

India • – living through times of unrest – Indian prime minister Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated 1984 by her own bodyguards in response to 
the Indian Army’s attack on Golden Temple to destroy Sikh Militant 
stronghold, Golden Temple in Amritsar, earlier in the decade. In 
1984 the Bhopal disaster resulted from a toxic MIC gas leak at the 
Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, killing 3,000 immediately and 
ultimately claiming 15,000–20,000 lives.
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Germany • – Th e fall of the Berlin wall on November 9th 1989, the 
“beginning of the end” for the communist rulers in Eastern Europe; 
the Cold War comes to an end

China –•  Students protest on Tienanmen Square, Beijing, China – the 
army intervenes; 3000–7000 killed

Europe – Greece • (1981), Portugal and Spain (1986) accession to 
European Communities, Greenland left in 1985. 1986 joint fl ag 
adopted. 

Czechoslovakia – • Th e selection of Mikhail Gorbachev as general 
secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in March 1985 
presented Husák regime with a new and unexpected challenge to the 
status quo. Soon after assuming offi  ce, Gorbachev began a policy of 
perestroika (“restructuring”) the Soviet economy and advocated glasnost 
(“openness”) in the discussion of economic, social, and, to some extent, 
political questions. Up to this time, the Husák regime had dutifully 
adopted the programs and slogans that had emanated from Moscow. 
But, for a government wholly dedicated to the preservation of the 
status quo, subjects such as “openness”, economic “restructuring”, and 
“reform” had been taboo. On 17th November 1989, the communist 
police violently broke up a peaceful pro-democracy demonstration 
brutally beating many student participants. In the days which 
followed, Charter 77 and other groups united to become the Civic 
Forum, an umbrella group championing bureaucratic reform and 
civil liberties. Its leader was the dissident playwright Václav Havel. 
Civic Forum quickly gained the support of millions of Czechs, as 
did its Slovak counterpart, Public Against Violence. Faced with an 
overwhelming popular repudiation, the Communist Party all but 
collapsed. Its leaders, Husák and party chief Miloš Jakeš, resigned in 
December 1989, and Havel was elected President of Czechoslovakia 
on 29 December. Th e astonishing quickness of these events was in 
part due to the unpopularity of the communist regime and changes 
in the policies of its Soviet guarantor as well as to the rapid, eff ective 
organization of these public initiatives into a viable opposition.



—  338  —

Norway • – A shock goes through the country in the same way as 
through Sweden (and all Europe) as Swedish premier Olof Palme 
was assassinated in 1986. Labour party remained in power until 
1981 under a succession of prime ministers, including the party’s fi rst 
female leader and Norway’s fi rst female head of government, Dr. Gro 
Harlem Brundtland. In 1985, Hoyre representative Kare Willoch 
became the fi rst Conservative in the 20th century to win re-election in 
Norway, but his victory proved to be not only narrow but short-lived 
as well because of the defeat over proposed gasoline tax increase. As 
a result, the Cabinet resigned and was replaced by a minority Labour 
government headed again by Dr. Brundtland, noted for its record 
proportion of female Cabinet members (eight out of eighteen). Gro 
Harlem Brundtland’s second government remained in power until 
1989 when it had to resign, but did not stay out of power for long, 
as a minority right-of-center coalition headed by Conservative leader 
Jan Syse collapsed over the issue of Norway’s membership in the 
European Communities (EC); in late 1990 Dr. Brundtland formed 
her third minority Labour government. 

Science and Culture 

Th e fi rst reports of homosexual men dying due to a mysterious • 
breakdown of the bodies’ immunization system. Later it becomes 
known as Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome (AIDS) and 
researchers realize it can strike anyone. French scientist Dr. Luc 
Montagnier discovered HIV in 1983

Th e fi rst artifi cial heart transplant takes place, the recipient lives 112 • 
days

Camcorders are introduced – 1983• 

Apple Computer releases the Macintosh personal computer- 1984• 

CDs outsell vinyl for the fi rst time ever – 1988• 

Music•  – two major blows to the music scene: John Lennon was 
assassinated in front of his house in New York and Bob Marley died 
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from a skin melanoma. 1985’s Live Aid concert was organized at 
Philadelphia’s JFK Stadium featuring many artists, promoted attention 
and action to send food aid to Ethiopia whose people were suff ering 
from a major famine. Th e decade began with an anti-disco backlash 
in the US, and 80s music would be characterized by the widespread 
use of synthesizers and keyboards. In the United States, MTV was 
launched and music videos began to have a huge eff ect on the record 
industry. Th e most famous Pop artists such as Michael Jackson, 
Prince, Madonna, and Queen mastered the format and helped to turn 
this new product into a profi table business. Besides them there were 
no real personalities who would bring it to worldwide fame, although 
hard rock, heavy metal, glam metal and punk rock experienced also 
extreme popularity becoming one of the most dominant music genres 
of the 1980s. Techno as a form of electronic dance music emerged in 
Detroit during the mid to late 1980s.

Film • – Oscar winner fi lms: Ordinary people, Chariots of Fire, 
Gandhi, Term of Endearment, Amadeus, Out of Africa, Platoon, 
Th e Last Emperor, Rain Man, Driving Miss Daisy – all these winners 
show the variety of fi lm production in the eighties. Besides those, the 
majority of Hollywood fi lms made for mass audiences concentrated 
on disaster or buddy fi lms. Commercially most successful fi lms were 
E.T. Extra Terrestrial, Star Wars, Indiana Jones, Batman, Crocodile 
Dundee, Fatal Attraction and others. Th is was the period when the 
’high concept’ fi lms were introduced. Th e movies were supposed to be 
easily marketable and understandable, and, therefore, they had short 
cinematic plots that could be summarized in one or two sentences. 
Th e modern Hollywood blockbuster comes from the 1980s. From the 
Norwegian fi lms the only known in Czechoslovakia was Pathfi nder 
based on an old Sami legend and nominated for the Academy Award 
for Best Foreign Language Film in 1988.

Literature – • Novels of non British and non American writers, or 
writers with mixed origins are dominating the scene. Japanese-British 
writer Kazuo Ishiguro was celebrating success with his novel Remains 
of the Day, showing the life of the main character Steven in his 
dignity as an English butler, with topics of social constraints, loyalty, 
politics and missed love opportunity. Salman Rushdie described the 
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birth of Indian independence in Midnight’s Children, in a style of 
magical realism mixed with historical fi ction. His dominant theme 
is the story of connections, disruptions and migrations between 
Eastern and Western world. Th at was also the case in Th e Satanic 
Verses which draw protests from Muslims in several countries because 
of the description of Mohammed in the dream section. Even death 
threats were issued to Rushdie, including fatwa declared against him 
by Ayaotollah Khomeini, the Supreme Leader of Iran so that Rushdie 
had to get police protection in Britain. Gabriel García Márquez 
continues his success with Love in the Time of Cholera. Alice Walker 
is the fi rst black woman to win the Pulitzer prize for fi ction, for her 
novel Th e Color Purple. Her works typically focus on the struggles of 
blacks, particularly women, against a racist, sexist, and violent society. 
Infl uenced by Martin Luther King Jr., she became an activist for the 
Civil Rights Movement in the South and attended the famous 1963 
March on Washington. Th e latest news about her is that she has not 
changed, protested in front of the White House against War in Iraq 
in 2003 “with other women who believe that the women and children 
of Iraq are just as dear as the women and children in our families, and 
that, in fact, we are one family.” Recently she engaged herself also in the 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict. Isabel Allende (fi rst cousin once removed 
of Salvador Allende, murdered president of Chile) wrote a brilliant 
Th e House of the Spirits (La casa de los espíritus) and Eva Luna. 
Her novels which focus on the experiences of women, are sometimes 
based on her own experiences, and weave myth and realism together. 
An international acclaim was reached also by Umberto Eco’s and his 
novel Th e Name of the Rose (Il nome della rosa). From the Czech 
literature, Milan Kundera, living in Paris, made it to international 
fame by his ironically realistic description of situation in “normalized” 
Czechoslovakia, Th e Unbearable Lightness of Being. Czech poet 
Jaroslav Seifert was awarded Nobel prize for literature for his life 
work in 1984. Th e eighties in Norwegian literature were reaction 
to the social realism of the seventies, they have also sometimes been 
labeled the “fantasy decade” as many authors produced works with 
magical, fantastic or improbable elements. 
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1983 / Ivana under Elbrus, Caucasus
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1985  Per visiting Czechoslovakia 01 – 
Ivana and all 3 children taking 
a walk in the fi elds of Lipina
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1985  Per visiting Czechoslovakia 02 – 
his son Peter and Ivana’s mother 
in the kitchen at Lipina
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1985  Per visiting Czechoslovakia 03 – 
Ivana and Peter watching the swans 
on the Moldau river
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1988  Mexico – sightseeing Pyramids 
of Sun and Moon with Lucy and 
Ms. Liebermann
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1989 / Cuba – Ivana 40th birthday
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1989  Cuba – Ivana riding in the mountains 
of Sierra Maestra
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1989 USA –  Ivana with friends Cathy and 
Lusk

1989  USA – Ivana at the White House, 
Washington
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1989  USA – Ivana at the Capitol, 
Washington DC
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1989  USA – Ivana on the top of the Empire 
State building New York



—  352  —

1989  Returned from Cuba – Graduation 
Candidate of Sciences 30. 11. – 
family celebration
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Correspondence 
Ivana to  Per
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Nineties

A combination of factors 
including the mass mobilization 
of capital markets through neo 
liberalism, the beginning of the 
widespread proliferation of new 
media such as the Internet, and 
the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union led to a realignment and 
reconsolidation of economic 
and political power across the 
world, and within countries. 
Living standards and democratic 
governance generally improved 
in many areas of the world, 
notably East Asia, much of 
Eastern Europe, Latin America, 
and South Africa. New ethnic 
confl icts emerged in Africa, 
the Caucasus and the Balkans, and signs of any resolution of tensions in the 
Middle East remained elusive. New emerging nations started to play their 
part in economy of the world, especially China and India. Youth culture 
in the 1990s responded to this by embracing both environmentalism and 
entrepreneurship. Western world fashions refl ected this by often turning 
highly individualistic and/or counter-cultural: tattoos and body piercing 
gained popularity, and “retro” styles inspired by fashions of the 1960s and 
1970s were also prevalent. Some young people became increasingly involved 
in outdoor and adrenaline activities that combined embracing athletics with 
the appreciation of nature. In 1990, the World Health Organization removed 
homosexuality from its list of diseases. Increasing acceptance of homosexuality 
occurs in the western world throughout the 1990s and 2000s. 

Th e correspondence between Ivana and per from the nineties is limited 
because the letters started to be exchanged by fax and email – hand written 
letters found its place again only starting 2006, when Ivana moved to India – 
with the exception of one last summarizing letter from 2010, they are not the 
part of this collection. Th e picture above, yin and yang, is a symbol of search 
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for balance and harmony, which was typical for our lives in the turbulent 
nineties. 

Events in the World 

Kuwait • – Th e Gulf War – Iraq was left in severe debt after the 1980s war 
with Iran. President Saddam Hussein accused Kuwait of fl ooding the 
market with oil and driving down prices. As a result, 1990, Iraqi forces 
invaded and conquered Kuwait. Th e UN immediately condemned the 
action, and a coalition force led by the United States was sent to the 
Persian Gulf, aerial bombing of Iraq began and the Iraqi army was 
driven out Kuwait just in four days. In the aftermath of the war, the 
Kurds in the north of Iraq and the Shiites in the south rose up in 
revolt, and Saddam Hussein barely managed to hold onto power. 

Th e • Yugoslav Wars (1991–1995) – Th e breakup of Yugoslavia 
beginning on 25th June 1991, after the republics of Croatia and 
Slovenia declared independence from Yugoslavia which was followed 
by the subsequent Yugoslav wars. Th e Yugoslav Wars would become 
notorious for numerous war crimes and human rights violations 
such as ethnic cleansing and genocide committed by all sides. War 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina was an international armed confl ict that 
took place between March 1992 and November 1995. Th e bombing 
of Yugoslavia was a NATO’s military operation against the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia during the Kosovo War. Th e strikes lasted from 
March 24, 1999 to June 11, 1999. However the bombing had proven 
to rather lead to the escalation of the humanitarian crisis, rather than 
prevent it, with virtually all of the crimes (as per the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia fi ndings) occurring 
during the bombing, and not prior to it. It is generally agreed upon 
that the bombing campaign was illegal as it was conducted bypassing 
the United Nations, whose Security Council explicitly banned 
unilateral acts. Th e humanitarian reasoning did not help to convince 
even the U.S. House of Representatives which in a remarkable vote 
against the war in Yugoslavia failed to give the President Clinton the 
constitutionally required authorization he needed to carry on the air 
war against Yugoslavia. Th e U.S. Constitution grants Congress the 
sole power to declare war. 
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Hong Kong•  became a colony of the British Empire after the First 
Opium War (1839–42). Th e Treaty between Britain and China about 
handover of Hong Kong was signed in 1898 for 99 years. Hong 
Kong was occupied by Japan during the Pacifi c War, after which the 
British resumed control. In 1997 China regained sovereignty over 
Hong Kong. Th e Basic Law stipulates that Hong Kong shall enjoy 
a “high degree of autonomy” in all matters except foreign relations 
and military defense. Similar status is enjoyed since 1999 also by 
Macau, a former Portuguese colony. 

South Africa•  – Th e release of African National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela from jail in 1990 after thirty years of imprisonment 
for opposing apartheid and white-minority rule in South Africa. Th is 
would result in the end of Apartheid in South Africa in 1994. Nelson 
Mandela was elected President of South Africa in 1994, becoming the 
fi rst black-President in South African history ending a long-legacy of 
apartheid white-rule in the country. 

Russia – • beginning of 1990’s, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
reforms were causing major infl ation and economic chaos. A coup 
attempt by hard-liners in August 1991 failed, marking the eff ective 
end of the Soviet Union. All its constituent republics declared their 
independence in 1991, and on Christmas, Gorbachev resigned from 
offi  ce. After 73 years, the Soviet Union had ceased to exist. Th e new 
Russian Federation was headed by Boris Yeltsin, and would face 
severe economic diffi  culty. Oligarchs took over Russia’s energy and 
industrial sectors, reducing almost half the country to poverty. With 
a 3% approval rating, Yeltsin had to buy the support of the oligarchs 
to win reelection in 1996. Economic turmoil and devaluation of the 
ruble continued, and with heart and alcohol troubles, he stepped 
down from offi  ce on the last day of 1999, handing over the power to 
Vladimir Putin.

German• y – Germany reunifi ed on October 3, 1990 as a result of the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and after integrating the economic structure 
and provincial governments, focused on modernization of the former 
communist East (German Democratic Republic). People who were 
brought up in a socialist culture became integrated with those living 
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in Western Germany. One of the major events for my generation 
which would never believe that something like that might come true 
in our lifetimes. 

Europe • – Th e euro was introduced to world fi nancial markets as an 
accounting currency on 1 January 1999, replacing the former European 
Currency Unit (ECU) at a ratio of 1:1 which begins a process of 
phasing out national currencies of EU countries. Th e Channel Tunnel 
across the English Channel opens in 1994, connecting France and 
England. As of 2007 it is the second-longest rail tunnel in the world, 
but with the undersea section of 37.9 km (23.55 miles) being the 
longest undersea tunnel in the world.

India • – Rajiv Gandhi assassination 1991. Rajiv Gandhi was 
a professional pilot for Indian Airlines before entering politics. He 
remained aloof from politics despite his mother being the Indian 
Prime Minister, and it was only following the death of his younger 
brother Sanjay Gandhi in a plane crash in 1980 that Rajiv entered 
politics. He became the youngest prime Minister of India from 1984 
(after death of his mother Indira Gandhi who was killed by two of her 
own Sikh bodyguards) till his resignation in 1989 following a general 
election defeat. Rajiv Gandhi remained Congress Party President until 
the elections in 1991. While campaigning, he was assassinated by the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE or Tamil Tigers) group as 
a revenge for his involvement in a confl ict in Sri Lanka. His widow 
Sonia Gandhi became the leader of the Congress party in 1998 and 
led the party to victory in the 2004 elections.

Pakistan –•  Kargil War – In May 1999, Pakistan sends troops covertly 
to occupy strategic peaks in Kashmir. A month later the Kargil War 
with India results in a political fi asco for Nawaz Sharif, followed by 
a military withdrawal to the Line of Control. Th e incident leads to 
a military coup in October in which the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
is ousted by Army Chief Pervez Musharraf.

European Union•  is born by Maastricht Treaty in 1992, 1993 
Copenhagen criteria of accession are defi ned, 1995 see Austria, Finland 
and Sweden accession (development of European Union continues 
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in 21st century. 2002 Euro replaced twelve national currencies which 
was followed by 2004 accession of 10 countries including Czech 
Republic.)

Czechoslovakia•  was a sovereign state in Central Europe which existed 
from October 1918, when it declared its independence from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, until 1992. From 1939 to 1945 the state 
did not have de facto existence, due to its forced division and partial 
incorporation into Nazi Germany, but the Czechoslovak government-
in-exile nevertheless continued to exist during this period of time. In 
the year 1945 the eastern part of Carpathian Ruthenia was taken over 
by the Soviet Union, but otherwise the country continued to exist 
united. On 1st January 1993, Czechoslovakia peacefully split into the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. Many, including myself, regretted this 
split as an act of destroying a heritage of our fathers. From 1991, the 
Czech Republic, originally as part of Czechoslovakia and now in its 
own right, has been a member of the Visegrád Group and from 1995, 
the OECD. Th e Czech Republic joined NATO on 12 March 1999.

Norway –•  At the end of the year 1990 Dr. Brundtland formed her 
third minority Labour government. However, in a 1994 referendum, 
Norwegian voters rejected membership in the European Union (EU) 
by a fairly narrow margin. Th e outcome was a stinging defeat for 
Dr. Brundtland, but she remained in power until late 1996, when she 
unexpectedly resigned as Prime Minister.

Science and Culture 

Inventions and discoveries•  became a team work, so complicated and 
so little graspable for unscientifi c person that it would be beyond the 
scope of this summary to deal with even the most important of them 
(optical space telescope, global positioning system, many inventions 
connected with IT technologies like scroll wheel, Java Script, Flash 
Programming, blogging, many inventions in medicine – new healing 
methods and new devices as well)

Film – • Oscar winners: Dances with Wolves, Th e Silence of the Lambs, 
Unforgiven, Schindler’s List, Forrest Gump,, Braveheart, Th e English 
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Patient, Titanic, Shakespeare in Love, American Beauty. After the 
success of Czechoslovakian cinematography in the sixties, nineties 
could see some revival of good Czech fi lms – 1996 Kolya by Jan 
Svěrák even received the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language 
Film. From Norwegian fi lms, Insomnia from 1997 about a police 
detective investigating a murder in a town located above the Arctic 
Circle and fi ghting with his inability to sleep, the result of both his 
guilt and the relentless glare of the midnight sun, became famous. 
Popular fi lms of the time which we all had to see were Star Wars, 
Jurassic Park, Independence Day, Forrest Gump, the Sixth Sense, 
Armageddon, Home Alone, Pretty Woman, Pulp Fiction, Th e Matrix, 
Mission: Impossible, a good mixture of catastrophic fi lms and comic 
or psychological fi lms “for all the family”. Anime and manga became 
popular and known in the mainstream. Previously restricted to 
fringe or niche circles within existing science fi ction and comic book 
fandom, anime and manga fandom in the West began expanding and 
organizing its own fan conventions such as Otakon and Katsucon. 
Such conventions have continued to expand covering gaming, cosplay, 
and J-pop as well as other elements of Japanese and East Asian culture 
in general. However, the movie of the nineties was Titanic, a cultural 
phenomenon throughout the world, which eventually became the 
highest-grossing movie of all time. It would hold this record for over 
a decade until 2010 when Titanic’s director James Cameron had 
another of his fi lms take the title, that being Avatar. 

Music • – Th e 1990s were a decade of many diverse scenes in music, 
however, they are perhaps best known for teen pop, grunge, Eurodance 
and electronic dance music, and for being the decade that hip hop 
and alternative rock became mainstream. Th e rave movement that 
emerged in the late 1980s rises incredibly in the early to mid 1990s, 
and continues to exist as late as 2010. For my generation in the Czech 
Republic, there were no big names, but maybe we simply did not 
know and did not care any more. Th ere were some exceptions like 
U2, Nirvana, Oasis and Britney Spears. We did not fi nd the female 
icons of Great Britain like Spice Girls or Backstreet Boys of much 
interest. On the other side, the Tibetan Freedom Concert brought 
120,000 people together to increase the interest in human rights and 
autonomy for Tibet from China.
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Literature – • the nineties, similar as the fi rst decade of the 21st 
century, saw many deaths of personalities who formed the previous 
decades: Iris Murdoch, Joseph Heller, William S. Burroughs, Ralph 
Ellison, Eugene Ionesco, Anthony Burgess, William Golding, Alberto 
Moravia and others. Th e type of published successful literature has 
changed, with writers trying to bring to the reader always more and 
more exceptional experience in a diffi  cult competition with other 
media. Bestseller lists started to be made in a similar way like the 
Hit parades in the music. A typical example is Chocolat by Joanne 
Harris, a slightly dark and mystical story based on magical realism 
principles (the main magic being human kindness and a chocolate) 
which reached No. 1 in the Sunday Times newspaper’s bestseller list. 
But the most revealing story documenting this trend is the story of 
J.K. Rowling, whose Harry Potter and Philosopher’s Stone (1997) 
is a typical example of combination of a good interesting story for 
children and of a good luck of the author. Being the fi rst book of the 
series of seven published during the period of 10 years made Harry, 
a student at school of magicians and his friends, an idol of children, 
teenagers and their parents alike. Aside from writing the Potter novels, 
Rowling is perhaps equally famous for her “rags to riches” life story, 
in which she progressed from living on welfare to multi-millionaire 
status within fi ve years. To become a real bestseller, a novel has to 
be transformed to a fi lm which might be a dangerous trend because 
many of the books are known as a fi lm only and not many people 
read the book and know who is the author (Train spotting by Irvine 
Welsh, an iconic fi lm, but most of the spectators would not know 
who had written the book, or Th e English Patient, a 1992 novel 
by Sri Lankan-Canadian novelist Michael Ondaatje, who remained 
unknown although his book was transferred to a well known award 
winning fi lm). However, the nineties saw three major writers who 
were awarded the Nobel Prize for literature. First Nadine Gordimer 
who lived all her life in South Africa for her life work which dealt 
with moral and racial issues, particularly apartheid, in South Africa. 
Th en Toni Morrison for her poetic and richly-expressive depictions 
of Black America. 1999 Nobel prize was awarded to German writer 
Günter Grass whose “frolicsome black fables portray the forgotten 
face of history”. 
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Günter Grass tried to make a summary of twentieth century (My 
Century – Mein Jahrhundert) as I am trying to make a summary of 
forty years of my life, combining summary of historical events with 
personal letters which mostly do not mirror the storms and upheavals 
happening all around. Grass gave himself much more diffi  cult task to 
fi nd a story for every year, altogether one hundred short stories in an 
attempt to write a “history from below”, history from the point of view 
of those who are hardly ever referred to in history books: the victims 
of history, the little people – not state rulers, generals and business 
tycoons. “Recollecting means selecting” – that is the remark made 
by Günter Grass which I had to apply also for this book destined not 
for a wide public but for friends and family. Some critics were of the 
opinion that Grass had failed in his selection, one of the reasons being 
the intellectual crisis at the end of the twentieth century in a contrast 
to the intelligentsia’s prevailing mood of confi dent optimism at the 
last turn of the 19th century, i.e., one hundred years ago. 

Also my selection has been done from a subjective point of view not 
considering what other events in politics and culture might have 
infl uenced the history. A compilation of historical events is bound to 
be incomplete and includes only the countries and places which were 
always on my mind, from obvious reasons with the most detailed 
stories on Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic and short notes about 
Norway as in comparison with the other world, Norway could enjoy 
peaceful 40 years without major upheavals (of course, everything is 
relative). 

My choice referring to culture is limited to music, fi lm and literature, 
because those were the arts which most infl uenced our lives. Some 
parts of culture events must inevitably read as an catalogue. But these 
lists are there just to remind to my contemporaries what music we had 
adored, what fi lms we had seen and what books we had read – simply 
that what was the way we were.  
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1993 /  Lucy and Petra in their room 
in Prague

1993 / Per in Prague – in the restaurant
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1993 /  Per in Prague – Ivana with children 
in the kitchen

493

1993 / during Per’s visit in Prague
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1994 /  Ivana’s career with Higgs 
and Hill  London
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1994 /  Ivana’s career with Higgs 
and Hill London
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1995 /  family picture at Lipina, Ivana’s and 
Zdeněk’s family
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1996 / Ivana in Oslo – Vigeland  Park
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1996 /  Ivana visiting Per – in the living 
room
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1996 / Ivana visiting Per – on the terrace
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1996 / Ivana visiting Per – holding the rat
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Correspondence 
Ivana to  Per
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1990 /  1
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1991 /  1
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1991 /  2
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1994 /  1
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Life  goes  on –  Last 
hand written let ter 

from 2010
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Epilogue 

My life has never been boring, but it became most hectic in the fi rst half of 
seventies and fi rst half of nineties with ups and downs which I was sharing in 
letters with my dearest friend Per. Having two daugthers, Lucy and Petra, born in 
the eighties, has always been a major source of joy, although I have not been spared 
the usual maternal anxieties either. In the second half of the nineties, I met George, 
who became 8 years later my second husband. We have been leading life full of 
adventures in business and private life, enjoying extensive travelling – we got 
married in 2005. Th at part of my life could have also been followed in various 
emails and postcards to Per, but they are not part of this book any more. However, 
the most interesting thing is that my adult life adventure started 1970 by hitch 
hiking to India and that I have come back to work and live in this country with 
George thirty six years later, in 2006. Fate sometimes works in a most enigmatic 
way… A few of our joint photos with George from the late nineties follow, to 
complete the picture…
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1997  Tunisia – First joint New Year’s Eve 
Celebration – baloon fl ight over 
Sahara
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1998  England – Ivana and George on Hilbre 
Island next to West Kirby home
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1998  South Africa – fi rst summer holiday 
together – Shamwari Game Reserve
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1999  Hawaii Kauai – summer holiday –  
Ivana over the Waimea Canyon
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