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This book is dedicated to Lucie, Petra,
Georg Stephan and Peter Nicolai.



Author’s Introductory Note

It was a beautiful spring 1968 in Prague, hope and love in the air. Ivana
studied Foreign Trade and lived at the boarding school. As a best rypist of her class
she was selected to type a thesis of Jirt, son of a friend of the director of the school.
That was the reason why she spent quite some time in Jiris family and when he
graduated at the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences of the Czech Technical University, she
was invited to his graduation ceremony. Besides the family members, there was
another interesting guest of Norwegian nationality, his name was Per. Thatr was
the start of a friendship between the two which survived more than forty years. The
intensity of the contacts varied according to their life situation, but if needed they
had always been there one for the other. Unfortunately, in a turmoil of Ivana’s
moving to various places, Per’s letters to her have not been saved. However, even
one sided information about this lifelong friendship expressed in Ivanas letters to
Per gives an overview not only about their lives, but also about the reflected history
and philosophy, about their hopes, books they were reading and songs they were
listening to. In the times when even sms messages are shortened by abbreviations,
it might be of interest to read these letters and to remember the times when to type
a personal letter would have been considered as impolite (Ivana started to type
some of her letters at the beginning of ninenties). For those who like to remember,
there is a chapter at the beginning of every decade (sixties, seventies, eighties and
nineties) which summarizes the main events in the history, science and culture
(music, film, literature) of those periods. The selection makes no claim ro be
complete, it is as subjective as any choice limited to two pages for each era only can
be, including especially those events which were of importance to Ivana and Per,
therefore also concentrating more at Angola, Cuba, India, United States, Germany,
Czechoslovakia and Norway. Every decade is also accompanied by some photos,
some of them connected with visits of Per in Czechoslovakia and Ivanas visits in
Norway. Letters from the recent period might be published later in an extra book,
most of them were already sent by email. This miraculous invention enabled to
a lot of people who live separated by distance to be in touch on every day basis. So,
this book is meant not only as a melancholic dive into the past of traditional letter
writing culture but also as a praise of new technologies which should make keeping
life long friendships much easier than it was the case for our generation.

Nashik, India, June 2010



Biography table

Year Ivana
Events in Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic
1943
1949 16.3. born in Kutna Hora, childhood in a small village Lipina
Started studying at the Secondary Economic School, specialization
1964 : ;
Foreign Trade, in Prague
1967 Got acquainted with Jiri, typed his thesis, got an invitation to his
graduation ceremony
Passed A-levels, meeting Per for the first time at Jiri’s Graduation
1968 Ceremony in Rudolfinum, started her studies of English and
German literature at the Charles University, Prague Spring crashed
by Russian army
Slow progress of so called “normalization”, achieved freedoms
1969 cut in a creeping way, the permissions issued for travel to the West
to be cancelled at the end of the year
Escaped to West Berlin with a friend, 3 months work in West Berlin
1970 | was followed by 9 months of travelling, hitchhiking to India,
returned back to Prague
1971 Continuation of studies at the Charles University
1972
Graduation at the Charles University, visited Norway
1973 (simultaneously with Per’s visit in Prague), first teaching job
at the Secondary Economic School in Prague (English and German)
1974
Change of job — started to teach Business German at the University
1975 .
of Economics in Prague
1976 | Getting married to Ivan




Per

Visiting each other’s country

Events in Norway

12. 2. born in Oslo

Lived in Stockholm, Sweden from
46 to 49 with stepparents

Military service 61-62

Started studying at the University of
Oslo

Ivana and Per first met in August 68

Met Ivana August 68 Prague

Per visited Prague, Ivana on her way
Visited Prague hitch hiking to India — they did not

meet

Per visited Prague, Ivana visited
Visited Prague Scandinavia including Oslo at the same

time (he stayed with Ivanas friend, she
stayed with Per’s mother)

Married to Ann-Elisabeth Nordby

Started to work in Oppegird, moved
into his own house there




Year

Ivana

Events in Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic

Awarded a title PhDr at the Charles University, departure to Angola —

1977 | working at the Commercial Section of Czechoslovak Embassy,
stay in Angola from 1977 till 1982

1978

1979

1980 First Daughter Lucy born in Prague

1981 Returned with Lucy to Angola

1982 | Departure from Angola

1983 First problems in marriage

1984 Second Daughter Petra born in Prague

1985 | Departure to Cuba

1986 Worked at the Cultural Section of the Embassy in Havanna,
later teaching Czech at the University of Havanna (1985-89)
Passed exams and defended the thesis for CSc. (Candidate of Sciences)

1987 | in Arts, specialization contemporary English literature,
at the Charles University

1988

1989 Returned from Cuba to Prague, Velvet Revolution swept across
the country

1990
Started parallel work for British construction company

1991 . . .
Higgs and Hill — marketing manager

1992

1993 December — Divorced from her husband Ivan — keeping it secret

from family and friends
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Per

Visiting each other’s country

Events in Norway

Started to work for Student welfare
organization (SIO)

Peter Nikolai born

Ann Elisabeth moved out

Per and Peter visited Prague and
Lipina

Per with his son visit Prague and Lipina

Formal divorce from Ann Elisabeth
completed

Visited Prague

Per visits Prague
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Year Ivana

Events in Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic

Lucy started to study Business School of Foreign Trade,
the same as Ivana

1994

1995

1996 | Visited Norway

Met George Dirk, declared being divorced to daughters,
parents and friends

1997

1998 Lucy passed A levels (Abitur), started studying at the Charles University

Father Zden¢k died, Petra started to study at the Secondary School

1999 (Gymnasium)

2000

2001 Engaged to George, Lucy awarded Bachelor Degree at the Faculty
of Humanities

2002

Left the University of Economics and started to work as Business
2003 | Development Excecutive for Central and Eastern Europe with Bovis
Lend Lease, Petra passed A-levels (Abitur), started her law studies

Lucy awarded Master Degree at the Philosophical Faculty

2004 in librarianship

2005 Married George

2006 | Moved to India — circle closed after 35 years

2007

2008 | Petra finished her year abroad at the University of Law in Passau,
Germany

2009 Lucy married Ondrej Morava, Petra awarded Master Degree in Law,

Mother Jaroslava died
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Per Visiting each other’s country

Events in Norway

Ivana visits Per in Oslo

Per’s mother Solveig died

Per’s father Franz Josef died

Per retired, visited Prague Per visits Prague

— 77 —
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FAMILY
PHOTOS



Per’s mother and Peter at the Christmas tree




lIvana’s mother, father and brother 1978

-



lIvana with bher daughters Lucy and Petra
1986
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SIXTIES
1960
1969



Sixties

Only the second half of the sixties has a relevance for this correspondence,
but these were very exciting times, although many of the events had their
roots already in the late fifties, first half of sixties and continued to the
seventies. In the second half of the decade, young people began to revolt
against the conservative norms of the time, as well as remove themselves from
mainstream liberalism and in particular from the high level of materialism
which was so common during the era. This created “counterculture” that
sparked a social revolution throughout much of the western world. It began in
the United States as a reaction against the conservatism and social conformity
of the 1950s, and the US government's extensive military intervention in
Vietnam. The youth involved in the popular social aspects of the movement
became known as hippies. These groups created a movement toward
liberation in society, including the sexual revolution, questioning authority
and government, and demanding more freedoms and rights for women and
minorities. The movement was also marked by the first widespread, socially
accepted drug use (including LSD and marijuana) and psychedelic music.
There was a growing interest in Eastern religions and philosophy, and many
attempts were made to found communes, which varied from supporting free
love to religious puritanism.
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Events in the World
e All World — Cold War is at full swing.

e US.A. - Vietnam War (1959-75) comes to its saddest chapters.
1964, after the incident in Tonkin Bay, the U.S. Congress passed
a resolution which gave to the President Lyndon Johnson the right to
use military force in Southeast Asia without a formal declaration of
war. After 1966, with the draft in place, more than 500,000 troops are
sent to Vietnam. A strong youth movement against the war in Vietnam
brought an unrest to all society. 1969 Richard Nixon is inaugurated
as a president and promises to end the war and to achieve “peace
with honor”. In the U.S., political murders were on the agenda of the
day. 1968, Martin Luther King, civil rights leader, was assassinated
in Memphis. Later that year, Robert Kennedy, Senator, and brother
of John Fitzgerald Kennedy (President of USA, murdered 1963), was

assassinated in California.

* Africa — decolonization of Africa dramatically accelerated with 32
countries gaining independence between 1960 an 1968. The high
hopes of these countries had quickly faded, as many of them would
fall into anarchy, dictatorships and civil wars. However, Portugal did
not want to give up its colonies and continued in its Colonial Wars
— brutal conflicts developed especially in Angola, Mozambique and
Portuguese Guinea

* Arab-Israeli Conflict — Six Days War 1967 — a war between Israel
and the neighboring states of Egypt, Jordan and Syria. At the war’s
end, Israel had gained control of the Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip,
the West Bank East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. The results of
the war affect the geopolitics of the region till today

* China — Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) launched by Mao
Zedong who insisted that “bourgeois” elements should be prevented
to penetrate society. He mobilized Chinas youth and formed Red
Guards over the country, the movement subsequently spread into

the military, urban workers and party leadership itself. Mao officially
declared the end of the Cultural Revolution 1969.
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France — May 1968 is a protest period with the largest general strike
in a history of an industrial country. It started as a series of student
occupation protests, but later it involved eleven million workers for
two weeks. May 1968 was a revolt against modern consumer and
technical society being critical of Western consumerism in the same
way as Stalinist Authoritarianism. The movement contrasted with
the labor unions and French Communist party which started to side
with President de Gaulle government in the goal of containing the
revolt. May 1968 was in the end a political failure for the protesters,
similar as the Prague Spring 1968, but it had an enormous social
impact. In France, it is considered to be the watershed moment when
a conservative moral ideal (religion, patriotism, respect for authority)
shifted towards a more liberal moral ideal (equality, sexual liberation,
human rights)

Bolivia — the Argentine revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara, who
was a key figure in overthrowing a dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista
in Cuba, started 1965 his travels to Africa and then to Bolivia in his
campaigning to spread worldwide revolution. He was captured and
executed in 1967 by the Bolivian army assisted by CIA. He became
an iconic figure for leftists around the world. By the late 1960’s,
revolutionary Che Guevara had become a popular symbol of rebellion
for many youths of all nationalities.

The Merger Treaty (or Brussels Treaty) came to force in 1967. It
combined the executive bodies of the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC), European Atomic Energy Community
(Euratom) and the European Economic Community (EEC) into
asingle institutional structure. They were generally known as European
Communities.

Czechoslovakia — 1965, the Communist party approved the New
Economic Model, which had been drafted under the direction of
economist and theoretician Ota Sik. The program called for a second,
intensive stage of economic development, emphasizing technological
and managerialimprovements. Theleadingrole of the Communistparty
was reaffirmed but limited. 1967, at the meeting of the Communist
Party Alexander Dubcek challenged party first secretary and president
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Antonin Novotny. As university students in Prague demonstrated in
support of the liberals, Novotny appealed to Moscow for assistance
but did not get it. 1968, in January , the Central Committee elected
Dubéek to replace Novotny as first secretary of the Communist Party
and in March 1968 Novotny resigned from the presidency and was
succeeded by General Ludvik Svoboda. Censorship was lifted. The
media — press, radio, and television — were mobilized for reformist
propaganda purposes. The movement to democratize socialism in
Czechoslovakia, formerly confined largely to the party intelligentsia,
acquired a new, popular dynamism in the spring of 1968. In April the
Presidium of the Communist Party adopted the “Action Programme”
that had been drafted by a coalition headed by Dubcek and made up
of reformers, moderates, centrists, and conservatives. The program
proposed a “new model of socialism,” profoundly “democratic” and
“national,” that is, adapted to Czechoslovak conditions. However, the
Action Program also reaffirmed the Czechoslovak alliance with the
Soviet Union and other socialist states. The reform movement, which
rejected Stalinism as the road to communism, remained committed
to communism as a goal. In June 1968 Ludvik Vaculik, a writer and
a lifelong communist, published a manifesto entitled “Two Thousand
Words”. The manifesto expressed concern about conservative elements
within the Communist Party and “foreign” forces as well. (Warsaw
Pact maneuvers were held in Czechoslovakia in late June.) It called
on the “people” to take the initiative in implementing the reform
program. Dubcek, the Party Presidium, the National Front, and the
Cabinet sharply denounced the manifesto, the Soviet Union leaders
started to get deeply worried. 20 August 1968, during the convention
of Presidium, the anti-reformists planned to make a bid for power,
pointing to the imminent danger of counterrevolution. Some of them
presented a resolution declaring a state of emergency and calling for
“fraternal assistance.” The resolution was never voted on, because
the Warsaw Pact troops entered Czechoslovakia that same day (in
the night of 20th-21st August 1968).The Czechoslovak population
was unanimous in its repudiation of the Soviet action. In compliance
with Svoboda’s caution against acts that might provoke violence, they
avoided mass demonstrations and strikes, but popular opposition was
expressed in numerous spontaneous acts of nonviolent resistance. But
against the army, there was no way out. Dubcek remained in office
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only until April 1969. Anti-Soviet violent demonstrations, following
Czechoslovakias victory over the Soviet team in the World Ice
Hockey Championship, precipitated Soviet pressure for Presidium of
the Communist Party reorganization. Gustdv Husdk (a centrist, and
interestingly one of the Slovak “bourgeois nationalists” imprisoned in
the 1950s) was named first secretary. Only centrists and conservatives
led by Vasil Bilak continued in the Presidium. 1968, the year of
Prague Spring, was a source of inspiration to many Western leftists
who admired Dubcek’s “socialism with a human face”. The Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia ended these hopes and also fatally damaged
the chances of communist parties for drawing more recruits from the
student and youth protest movement.

Norway — The discovery of oil and gas in adjacent waters in the late
1960s boosted Norway’s economic fortunes. In the general elections
after the second world war, the Labour Party won an absolute majority
of seats in the Parliament (Storting) and went on to rule Norway for
the next two decades, retaining its absolute majority until 1961. Save
for a few weeks in 1963 when a center-right government held power,
Labour remained in office as a minority government until 1965,
when the four right-of-center parties — Hoyre, Venstre, the Center
Party (before 1959 the Farmers’ Party) and the Christian Democratic
Party won a clear majority in the Storting and subsequently formed
a coalition government.

Science and Culture

The Apollo 11 mission landed the first humans, American crew, on the
Moon in July 1969 (taking the lead over Russians who could claim
that the first man in the outer space, Jurij Gagarin, was launched by

them 1961)

The world’s first human heart transplant was performed by Christian

Barnard in South Africa in 1967

Expo 67 in Montreal Canada — new film formats like Imax were
invented and new ways of displaying film were tested.
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The “counterculture” movement dominated the second half of the
1960s, its most famous moments being the Summer of Love San
Francisco in 1967, and the Woodstock Festival in upstate New York
in 1969.

Music — In the second half of sixties, the music groups became more
popular than individual singers. Our favorites were: the Beatles who
after having conquered US in 1964 released Sgt. Peppers Lonely
Hearts Club Band in 1967. The Rolling Stones with number 1 hit
(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction (1965). Bob Dylan who went electric at
Newport Folk Festival 1965 and his Blowing in the Wind. Joan Baez
and her House of the Rising Sun and We shall Overcome. Simon and
Garfunkel released The Sounds of Silence in 1965 and Mrs. Robinson
in 1968. All this was combined with Jimi Hendrix, Johnny Cash,
Bee Gees and Pink Floyd. The variety was enormous: rock, soul, pop,
reggae, blues and folk, all coexisted next to each other. We could sing
most of the hits.

Film — That was the time when most American films which were
imported to Czechoslovakia must have been worth it as they were
expensive. Therefore not much of the mass production of Holywood,
which certainly produced a lot of rubbish too could make it over the
border. However, the American film became a synonym of good and
interesting film: Psycho, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Spartacus, Lawrence of
Arabia, The Birds, The Pink Panther, Marry Poppins, Doctor Zhivago
(which we had to see outside the country, in my case in West Berlin),
The Jungle Book, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Bonnie and
Clyde, The Graduate, Rosemary’s Baby, Midnight Cowboy, 2001:
A space Odyssey, Planet of Apes, The Lion in Winter, Easy Rider,
Barbarella. Additionally, we saw the most of the films by French la
Nouvelle Vague, by Swedish filmmaker Ingmar Bergman, Polish
Roman Polanski and Italians Michelangelo Antonioni and Federico
Fellini. Two Czechoslovak movies that won the Academy Award for
Best Foreign Language Film were 7he Shop on Main Street by Jan Kaddr
and Elmar Klos in 1965 and Closely Watched Trains by Jiti Menzel in
1967. Several others were nominated. The Czechoslovak New Wave,
the golden age of Czech cinema, is most frequently associated with
the early works of directors such as Milos Forman, Véra Chytilova,

237



Jiti Menzel and others, although works by older, more established
Czechoslovak directors such as Karel Kachyna and Vojtéch Jasny
are also placed in this category. A frequent feature of films from this
period were their absurd, black humour and an interest in the concerns
of ordinary people, particularly when faced with larger historical or
political changes. The only Norwegian film we heard of was a comedy
from the year 1968 The Man Who Could Not Laugh about psychologist
who has a task to teach his patient to laugh.

Literature — Only a handful of novels can be viewed as being
remarkably influential on the youth movements of the Sixties: for
the most part, inspiration was sought, and found, elsewhere. But of
those that were influential, their influence was pervasive, and they
represent cultural touchstones for an entire generation irrespectively
if they were written in the sixties or earlier. Most important examples:
On the Road by Jack Kerouac was published at the end of fifties but
formed “the beat generation” of young travelers of the sixties. Novels by
Vladimir Nabokov had an irresistible attraction for us. A Clockwork
Orange by Anthony Burgess had an alarming and controversial view of
a future beset by violence, technological excess and authoritarianism.
Naked Lunch by William Burroughs, one of the great drugs novels
of all time which was censored in the US and could not be published
there until three years after its publication in Paris. In Cold Blood by
Truman Capote, nonfiction novel about the brutal killings of a Kansas
family and the subsequent arrest, trials and execution of the killers,
predecessor of all nonfictional novels. Beautiful Losers by Leonard
Cohen, Canadian poet-folksinger, which became one of the key books
of the Sixties, a “visionary counter-culture religious epic”. The French
Lieutenant’s Woman and The Magus by British John Fowles, the
former a story about a woman choosing to raise a child on her own
as opposed to marrying into money and high society, the latter a near
fantasy set on a Greek island. Dune by Herbert Frank, a classic science
fiction saga set on the windswept planet Arrakis, whose only export is
the drug of immortality, Melange. Glass Bead Game (Glasperlenspiel)
by Hermann Hesse, an utopian novel set in the distant future, in which
an elite group of adepts rise to greater levels of perfection in a symbolic
bead game that incorporates all the knowledge of the ages, “the total
contents and values of our culture” while shunning the actual world,
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originally published in Germany 1943. Island by Aldous Huxley, his
vision of a utopia founded in a shared experience of religious bliss,
a direct rebuttal to the vision he proposed in Brave New World. The
Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien, although published a decade
earlier, provided a “lingua franca” for the counterculture, and place
names, characters and other references drawn from it were instantly
recognizable, even among strangers. The Golden Notebook by Doris
Lessing, one of the most important novels by a woman in the past
fifty years, which helped define the issues confronting the Women’s
Movement, before there was such a movement. Latin American
literature started to attract the youth by its magic realism — One
Hundred Years of Solitude (Cien anos de soledad) by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez was published.
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PHOTOS
1965
1969



1966 / hop picking with the secondary

school
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1966 / Ivana with aunt Zdena on the top of

Wenceslaw square Prague
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1967 / lvana’s portrait




1967 / Ivana’s portrait




1968 Lipina — village of Ivanas childhood,

view from the native house window







1968 first meeting lvana and Per at Jiri's
graduation in front of Rudolfinum
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1968 / Anw’s visit from Blackburn —
precipice Macocha




1969 / Ivana, Majka and Andula
in the vicinity of Duesseldmf
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1969 / Ivana, Majka and Andula
in the vicinity of Duesseldorf
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1969 / vana’s portrait in Germany




Correspondence
ITvana to Per

19_68
1969



LETTERS

1968



1968 / 1

42X aﬁlﬁmﬂn 776

Tear ﬂ,,}

ﬁrﬂa"f“a——d’ fdMW&M#M
/'M/V"‘;,'L%M’M G~ A ,...I.-ub/m",ﬁ-écwa?v
/ﬂ..MMMM,/M.?&M;/MnéA;.?
el koo ey it ok Lhs Stonlary
Ecaivinie. .VM?«!;:W’,.MM
T Aors et pecoplect oo, o ihat S sty
—vw MWW./#M] Mfmf{-
né th%,ﬁ%i‘,%w%w.
MW“W,A;M%&QW_
A'H"M.?m”fr? ﬁ«? all Ahee dirne — gprmedinnes
M/ﬁ',ﬂ:ﬁw%?gﬂ-h_

-7%';"“-' An gl Lpbel L., %";
MMﬂy Wmﬂa.ﬂ.q’«a.;

IVAVA KUNEXuA

DPLETALOVA 3474 28

CZECHOSLOVAK) A

Ny~



/v.f-ﬁ't{, M"#/‘}“ﬂf’w(.?ﬁw g .
/.ZZM MU g vtirssnt Apto met = XN W)
MMMM#éw Ay weehg
ABY™, amal amihiero Mﬁm/ﬂ%aha,&pw
/»wnd.;vy f @ W %M Ar a9 plespnotiabion
af W wndh M"’W’"/MAAM fﬂW
Agutots obadiod - ooy Al M’W f peech,
Joesd, gadharsing, Scimdioh asseanch, Sarillicg abrond,
,7«154444&“4 ke Aave Leah Jeple's WM/.
Juaihipinkin o Al acdineg prosprte o L
ploeon' A WM%W .QM'"»%
Jsonam Rophts, 2t ),
7w Juok aeast o HKapling o prtom, whoih
(At bved befrre e 2nd wmld wan) asdd wh el
o piuak o @me Cacch pegpte;

-



Cuoyara Fipling . T
ﬂﬁwwwwmm,,,, 7
Fute ~matke Mﬂz ZAhe i ; ?m
jf 7 s Com it gl pppd St oot ...m.',(.:,y

A ,&M?‘ Aateo m’;;,;“ ,.c,,c..‘-,:,

Qb ppe plon . M}wﬂmm&e#w& :

gt e vt o ,}{M«v—w s
Cocept AAe Mwmcy‘,ﬁr#&uh’mﬂ 3

i§<)9i



#WM’MMWM&c .n-m.lug,
WL-M»“"A«}.« MM&MMW,“M
7f fh%ffﬁdmﬂ.&vh? /"‘MGMM: .

WAL 4%% Andh of digbence nu
Hrad 29 _dhe LardtR oot g Ahad'd A

Ona —M%MM'?M' e o M,/r‘?m

WJ,MM.

oot avriohes,

i§(§(i



LETTERS
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Dear Per,

I have just read 'The Art of Loving' the se-
cond time through and I have understood it very
well /I mean its contents, not only its English,
of course/, The only part, which is not quite
clear to me is the difference between Aristotelian
logic and paradoxieal logie in the chapter Love
of God. I am not able to understand such examples

as; ''A cannot be A and non-A, neither A nor non-A''

or ''That which is one is one, That which is
not-one, is also one''. /maybe it would be easier
in Czech, but it shall be no excuse for me/.

, Anyway, I got much pleasure out of this book.
It '8 written in very optimistic way - Fromm writes
about all evils in the present Western society
and also in Ruasian form of ''communism'', but
he has ''faith in the possibility of love as
a social and not only exceptional-individual
phenomenon'' - and I believe in it too.

But there is one paradox - sometimes I don’t

believe'in possibility of being loved for myself -
but let 8 leave it,

I have obtained also little satisfaction reading
this book; I have found out, that I have some
character traits, demanded by Promm - I can be
alone with myself, I am able to concentrate myself

ij'7i
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and to be patient, I am interested in other
people’s life and experience very much and not
only superficially, I understand giving as
pleasure for myself, not as sacrifice, ete.

But on the other ha’d I have no discipline,
sometimes I make quick and not correct decisions,
sometimes I am not able to see any aim, I do
nothing, I am lazy, and I don't believe in my
abilities at all,

, But enough of such characteristic -
it s just under the influence of the book,
but I will try hard to improve myself!!!!!

I hope you were successful in fencing match.
It is good to do some sport - today I have been
swimming in the new Prag swimming pool Podoli
for 2 hours and thenI was in sauna - I am so
pleasantly tired as I haven’t been long time ago.

I am going to bed now and listening to
organ concert in radio,
Good night - but something in addition;
I am pleased you try to learn Czech. Here is
one Czech slogan for you -~ it was written on
the window of our faculty in the last year during
the strike; ''Oni majf moc, ale my zvit¥zime''
/it was said by Jan Hus, a leader of Hussites’ mo-
vement = religion movement in Bohemia in 15th
century/. So you can try to translate it yourself
with your dictionary,

Good night,
Fvana’
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SEVENTIES
1970
1979



Seventies

In the seventies, with Vietnam War over, the Hippie culture of youth faded
away. Based on the oil crisis 1973 caused by oil embargoes by the OPEC
countries and later energy crisis of 1979, the new environmentalist movement
began to increase dramatically in this period. The crisis saw the first instance
of stagflation, inflation combined with high rates of unemployment, which
began a political and economic trend of neoliberalism, represented in Chile
by August Pinochet who got into power by a military coup and in United
Kingdom by victory of its Conservative Party under Margaret Thatcher.
Seventies were coined by the term of Me Decade as a result of desillusion
after an unsuccessful revolt and in a clear contrast to the sixties.

Fvents in the World

* Vietnam — USA: Paris Peace Accords signed 1973. President Nixon
takes last troops out of Vietnam. But nothing could stop North
Vietnam from its goal of reunifying the country. It began an invasion
of the South, culminating in the fall of Saigon (famous image of the
last thousand US citizens climbing the ladder to helicopters to be
airlifted out of the city). Vietnam was officially reunited.
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Afghanistan — Soviet Union started ten years war against

Mujahedeens1979.

Angola — declaration of independence 1975. Shortly after, a Civil
War started. Cuba sent combat troops in support of the governing
MPLA against South African Defense Forces who invaded Angola to
support MPLA opposition.

Chile - President Allende became the first western nation freely elected
Marxist head of state. In a military coup led by General Pinochet
three years later, Allende was assassinated and many others killed.

Iran — The Iranian Revolution of 1979 transformed Iran from an
autocratic pro-western monarchy under Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi to a theocratic Islamist government under the leadership of
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Distrust between the revolutionaries
and Western powers led to the Iran hostage crisis where 66 diplomats,

mainly from the U.S., were held captive for 444 days.

India — the country intervened in Bangladesh Liberation War (a civil
war taking place in Pakistan’s Bengali Eastern half), after millions of
refugees had fled the persecution of the Pakistani army. The clash
resulted in the independence of East Pakistan, which became known
as Bangladesh, and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s elevation to
immense popularity.

Nicaragua — Nicaraguan Revolution. 1979, the Sandinistas and the
Nicaraguan people won their freedom from the dictator Anastasio
Somoza, who fled to Miami with the Nicaraguan treasury. A junta
was set up to run Nicaragua until their first real election, in 1984, in
which Daniel Ortega was elected president.

Germany — The Palestine Liberation Organization group broke into
the Olympic Village during 1972 Olympic Games in Munich, killed
two Israeli coaches and took nine hostages. It later ended in the
death of the hostages and the commandos as they tried to leave the
country.
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Rise in the use of terrorism by militant organizations across the world.
Groups in Europe like the Red Brigades in Italy and the Baader-
Meinhof Gang in Germany were responsible for a spate of bombings,

kidnappings, and murders.

First extension of European Communities by Denmark, Ireland and
Great Britain in 1973. Norwegian government lost the referendum
and therefore Norway did not join with the others on 1 January.

Czechoslovakia — 1970, Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union
signed the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance,
which incorporated the principle of “limited sovereignty”. Soviet
troops remained stationed in Czechoslovakia, and the Czechoslovak
armed forces worked in close cooperation with the Warsaw Pact
command. Soviet advisers supervised the functioning of the Ministry
of Interior and the security apparatus. The purges of the first half
of 1970 eliminated the reformists within the party organization.
In the fall of 1970, the ex-communist intelligentsia organized the
Socialist Movement of Czechoslovak Citizens, a protest movement
dedicated to the goals of 1968. Forty-seven leaders of the movement
were arrested and tried in the summer of 1972. Organized protest
was effectively stilled. In the early 1970s, there was a steady increase
in the standard of living; it seemed that the improved economy might
mitigate political and cultural oppression and give the government
a modicum of legitimacy. However, by the mid-1970s, consumerism
failed as a palliative for political oppression. The first organized
opposition emerged under the umbrella of Charter 77. On 6th
January 1977, a manifesto called Charter 77 appeared in West German
newspapers. The document was immediately translated and reprinted
throughout the world. Charter 77 defined itself as “a loose, informal,
and open community of people” concerned with the protection of
civil and human rights. It denied oppositional intent and based its
defense of rights on legally binding international documents signed
by the Czechoslovak government and on guarantees of civil rights
contained in the Czechoslovak Constitution. The Charter had over
800 signatures by the end of 1977, including workers and youth.
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* Norway —The seventies in Norway were years with a strong and visible
women’s movement. The struggle for women’s rights brought results
in the form of changed attitudes and practices and changed social
relations in the society. Also, the government changed and accepted
responsibility for implementing equality and a welfare system that
benefitted women. Around 1975, both the proportion and absolute
number of workers in industry peaked. Norwegian voters rejected
a proposal to join the European Economic Community (ECC) in

1971.
Culture and Science

* China becomes the fifth nation to put a satellite into orbit.

*  Apollo-Soyuz Mission 1975
First joint US-USSR space mission. Astronauts from both nations
joined their crafts using a specially-designed docking module. This
was seen publicly as a step forward in improving relations between
the two superpowers.

*  First test tube baby — in vitro fertilization

*  Microprocessor is introduced

*  First E-Mail program invented

*  Cellular battery invented

*  Microsoft founded 1975

* Apple Computer launched 1976

* Betamax and VHS VSR released

e Ultrasound first used

e The Sony Walkman is introduced
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Music — the major sad event in the early seventies were the deaths of
popular rock stars Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin and Jim Morrison, all
at the age of 27. At that time, our popular stars were representatives of
soft rock/pop rock John Denver, Eagles, Chicago, Paul McCartney
and the Wings and Stevie Wonder, but the mid-1970s saw the rise
of popularity of disco music dominated by Bee Gees, Abba, Boney
M, and Donna Summer. Rock music, called hard rock and heavy
metal, became too hard-edged for everybody’s taste, represented with
artists such as Deep Purple, Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath, Pink
Floyd and Uriah Heep. Towards the end of the decade, Jamaican
reggae music, already popular in the Caribbean and Africa since the
early 1970s, became very popular in the U.S. and in Europe, mostly
because of reggae superstar and legend Bob Marley. Elvis Presley
whose top seventies hit was Burning Love, died in 1977.

Film — American films kept their standards and popularity: The French
Connection, The Godfather I and II, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest by Czech director Milos Forman, Star Wars Episode IV: A New
Hope, The Deer Hunter, Kramer vs. Kramer, or blockbuster Jaws.
In European cinema of the 1970s, the failure of the Prague Spring
brought about nostalgic motion pictures. German New Wave and
Rainer Fassbinder’s existential movies characterized film-making
in Germany. The movies of the Swedish director Ingmar Bergman
reached a new level of expression in motion pictures like Cries and
Whispers (1973). Interest in Asian cinema was sparked by martial arts
films which reached the peak thanks to its greatest icon Bruce Lee.

Literature — the early seventies returned to old-fashioned storytelling
when Erich Segal’s tender romance Love Story captured America, and
later Europe. Racism remained a key subject in the works of Nadine
Gordimer (South Africa), Bernard Malamud (USA) and others. In
the early seventies, John Updike emerged as a major literary figure with
the release of Bech: A Book, a semi-autobiographical look at a Jewish
novelist, the continuing Rabbit series (including 1971’s popular Rabbit
Redux), and his numerous subtle, relevant stories. Joseph Heller’s
middle-age dramatic novel Something Happened brought the author
one of his best-received novels since Catch-22 published in the sixties.
E. L. Doctorow’s Ragtime became one of the most popular books with
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its unconventional style and satiric nature. Saul Bellow returned with
the Pulitzer Prize-winning Humboldt's Gift, about a failed poet and
a rising playwright. The same year Alex Haley released his immensely
popular Roots: The Saga of an American Family, which followed
Haley’s ancestry back to the kidnapping of a young black man named
Kunta Kinte, who was sold into slavery in the south. Notable works such
as William Styron’s Holocaust epic, Sophie’s Choice, rounded out the
decade. In Breakfast of Champions, Kurt Vonnegut maintained with
humorous analogy an extensive satirical discussion about American
society, revealing his views on such topics as marketing, government
and the environment. Vonnegut ended the decade with Jailbird,
a satire on the innocent unknown faces, the guilty known ones, and
the born again Christians that spent time in prison because of Richard
Nixon and the Watergate scandal. John Irvings’s The World according
Garp with the reoccurring topics of wrestling, prostitutes, adultery,
swinging, deadly accidents and absent parents became a finalist for the
American Book Award of the year 1978.
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PHOTOS
1970
1979



1970/ Eastern Turkey — ford across the river




1970 / Afghanistan — steep mountains
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1970 / Pakistan village — Ivana in local dress
with a child

s L




1970 / Indza Delbz — Iwma wzth cobras

1970/ Greece Acropolis — Ivana and
Radovan at the end of hitchhiking
trip to India




1971 / Romania holiday — Ivana writing
diary in Danube Delta
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1973 / lvana’s graduation — with parents in
front of the Charles University
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1973 / Per in Prague — Ann Elisabeth in
lIvana’s friend flat

1973 / Ivana in Norway — Tromso at
midnight sun

! W




1973 / Ivana in Norway — Lapland

1973 / Ivana in Norway — camping with
Jirina and Co.




1973 / Ivana in Norway — watching log
floating on the river
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1977 / Angola — tribe Umbundu
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1977 | Angola — moon landscape around
Luanda
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1978 / Angola — Ivana with Cuban and
Angolian soldiers




1978 / Angola — guarding the bridge over

river Kwanza




Correspondence
ITvana to Per

1970
1979
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1970/ 9

Per Romanowski
Dal Hageby
Klemetsrud P.K.

28, 9, 1970

Dear Per,

Hereby I should like to invite you to wisit me in Czechoslo-
vakia. I hope you will be able to come this winter and to spend
in my family one month at least. I will provide for your food and
accommodation, of course. I believe you can get visit visa for
Czechoslovakia without difficulties.

I am looking forward to seeing you again,

Vi
g fkneda v
= Ivana K unesd ovd

V&trnik-sever I/442
Praha §

Czechoslovakia

Cis. jed. 1- 0-1-2109/70.
Osvdiuji pravost podpisu, kter§ na této listind piipoijll &

sl, Ivena Kune 850 v4 == --

studentks - - - = = - = = = - = - =
Bytem Hodkov - Lipine 8. 2 = - -
okres Kutnd Horg - = = = = = = = =
t.%, Preh trnik-sevex I/442 =.-

j_;jfr—mo i toluinost wi byla zikonité prokizina,

Stétnf noti¥stvi pro Prabu 1,
Prsha 1, Ovocny trh 14,
dne_Gvscdtého devdtého zd¥{

roku ﬁﬂndevémeﬂuh:ﬂ sedmdesdt, - - =

4 mé? %//

“ Jeroslavy H&H1lgl
stdtni noté¥
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